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Our thoughts are with those affected by the hurricanes and we hope that you and your loved ones are safe. In an effort to aid in a healthy recovery 
for all impacted by the flooding, ConMet launched an employee donation match through Red Cross.

An unfortunate consequence of the mass flooding is the potential for tractors and trailers sitting in standing water. This can lead to water in the 
wheel ends which results in unsafe vehicles on the road. Vehicles that were in flooded regions should be inspected before use. 

Listed in this bulletin is a quick process for inspecting your wheel ends for water contamination. 

INSPECTION FOR WATER CONTAMINATION

1.  A visual inspection of the hub lubricant. 

 Front/Trailer 
 Oil lubricated hubs can be inspected through at the sight window in the hubcap. Oil, 
 such as a 50 weight synthetic, with a small amount of water added will turn to a milky 
 white color (Figure 1).

 With semi-fluid grease, the hubcap will need to be removed to look for signs of water 
 ingestion such as water droplets or condensation. 

 Rear
 The complete axle should be inspected, including the differential, for water 
 contamination and serviced per the OEM recommendation. The rear hub can be 
 inspected by draining the oil from the fill plug. If discoloration as shown in figure 
 1 above is observed, the wheel end has experienced water contamination.

 If still unsure if water is present, you can also put the lubrication in a pan on a 
 burner and if the oil “crackles” and spatters, there is presence of water.  

2. What to do if water is present.

 A complete tear down of the wheel end should be performed and all components thoroughly cleaned.  

 Inspect bearing cups and cones for water corrosion, rusting, and unusual signs of wear. If unsure if bearings set can be resused, the  
 safest option is to replace.  Even a small amount of corrosion can lead to spalling and failure of the bearing. 

 If it is a PreSet hub, be sure to replace with ConMet OEM genuine products to ensure the correct operation of the wheel end.  

 Remember to replace the wheel seal any time the hub is removed from the spindle. 

 Reinstall the hub and fill with new lubricant.
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Figure 1: 50 weight synthetic oil contaminated 
with a small amount of water turns milky 
white.
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REPLACE vs. REBUILD 

The total cost of rebuilding a wheel end including labor is typically more expensive than replacing the complete wheel end. If you would like to 
understand more about this option, or support regarding inspections/findings, please contact your local ConMet sales manager. To find a ConMet 
replacement hub go to conmet.com/app.  We are willing to support any way we can.

U.S. REGIONAL SALES REPS

Northwest
Debbi Howard - Ph: (980) 328-4174
debbi.howard@conmet.com

Southwest
Mike Branson - Ph: (360) 607-3171
mike.branson@conmet.com

North Central 
Randy Walker - Ph: (314) 202-1302
randy.walker@conmet.com

South Central
Scott Wilson - Ph: (817) 422-7241
scott.wilson@conmet.com

Great Lakes 
Jeff Roussey - Ph: (360) 608-8293
jeff.roussey@conmet.com

Northeast
Joseph Fichera - Ph: (360) 409-3303
joseph.fichera@conmet.com

Mid East
Robert Topping - Ph: (416) 564-0680
robert.topping@conmet.com

Mid Atlantic 
Justin Anderson - Ph: (360) 314-8097
justin.anderson@conmet.com

Southeast
Robert Topping - Ph: (416) 564-0680
robert.topping@conmet.com

The information in this Service Bulletin is intended as a reference source only. Consolidated Metco does not assume any liability in the event of improper use or mis-match of 
components. For additional information, visit our web site at www.conmet.com or call (800) 547-9473.
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